Abstract
Introduction: The Leaden Wings1
The Ibrahim Index on Governance in Africa issued in October 20102 revealed that in Senegal between 2008 and 2009, the level of corruption in fatima diallo 3 For more insights on the concept of transparence, see Birchall (2011), pp. 7-25. 4 The debate around the century-old Charter of the Mande is a good example on the prevalence of democratic ideas in pre-colonial Africa. public administration and in rural areas and the lack of accountability and transparency increased. Generally speaking, the country has been downgraded in the ranking of the 53 African countries on accountability and corruption, backsliding from the 12th place it had reached in 2000-thanks to its democratic regime transition-to 21st place in 2008. This leads us to interrogate the state of transparency and good governance in Senegal and prompts us to wonder why the country faces difficulties in implementing transparency despite the existence of a suitable institutional framework.3
The effectiveness of the law as it is applied in Senegal is often cause for critique and questioning because of its implementation through the adopted liberal model imported from the West. With globalization, the process of copying from the West, rather than being a rejected practice, has become an "institutional and political standardization" (De Gaudusson 2009). Imported models of governance constitute an impediment to transparency and access to information. Beyond being an issue of adaptation, there is the question of 'governance' based on transparency, which requires inclusive mechanisms in order to establish responsible citizenship.
Based on this fact, we will discuss the difficulties in adaptation that affect the implementation of transparency, especially related to ATI, owing to socio-cultural realities that are at the basis of power-holding. We will also discuss, as an interrelated issue, the problematic term 'governance' , considering the notion of transparency as a critical aspect in the implementation of inclusive mechanisms for the affirmation of responsible citizenship. This affirmation is part of the additional power which citizens use to access information. Will power-holders resist such access because of the consequences for their own power? In addition, does the behaviour of stakeholders (policy-makers, civil society, and citizens) predict their orientation toward transparency?
The aim of this chapter, therefore, is neither to reject the efforts toward adaptation nor to reject the democratic values which have been rooted in socio-cultural realities in Africa for many centuries (Diagne 2011), values which Africans and Africanists have been trying to restore, at least in academia.4 This contribution aims at showing how ancient heritages are different from the modern one in terms of models and power relations,
